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DetectNWT: NTHSSA Rapid Antigen Screening Program 

  
Thank you for your interest in providing asymptomatic rapid screening for COVID-19 in the 
Northwest Territories (NWT). Please complete the following information to formally submit 

a request for rapid screening tests under the preapproved rapid screening program.  
 

If you have any questions please contact: rapidtesting@gov.nt.ca 
 
 

 
DetectNWT Program Terms and Conditions   

 
Program Details 

   
1. The Northwest Territories Health and Social Services Authority (NTHSSA) will 

provide Screening Tests to the Approved Participating Organization. While 

NTHSSA will endeavour to provide the number of Screening Tests requested in 
the Application, this will be subject to the supply available.   

 
2. The Approved Participating Organization agrees to administer the Screening Tests 

on a regular basis to asymptomatic individuals in the population described in their 

application, to help identify asymptomatic and pre-symptomatic cases and limit 
viral transmission by isolating infected people earlier. The Approved Participating 

Organization will only use the Abbott Panbio Screening Tests in accordance with 
the Program Terms and Conditions, unless NTHSSA has given its express, prior 
written approval to an exception.  

 

3. The Approved Participating Organization agrees that the screening program will 
supplement, not replace, public health measures such as symptom monitoring, 
physical distancing, masking, hand hygiene, and isolating when symptomatic or a 

close contact of a confirmed COVID-19 positive individual.  
 

Population to be Screened   

 
4. The Approved Participating Organization will conduct Screening Tests at the 

Location(s) on individuals within the population described in the Application, who 

repeatedly enter the workplace or site and do not have symptoms or known 
exposure to COVID-19.  

 
Cost  
 

5. No Approved Participating Organization may charge a fee of any type to be 
screened under the DetectNWT program. All costs associated with the 
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administration of the DetectNWT program are the sole responsibility of the 
Approved Participating Organization. 

 
Pre-screening for eligibility  

  
6. Prior to conducting a Screening Test on an individual, the Approved Participating 

Organization will pre-screen the individual to ensure that:  
a. they do not have symptoms of COVID-19;  
b. to the best of their knowledge, they are not a close contact of someone 

who has tested positive for COVID-19; and  
c. they have not been diagnosed with COVID-19 in the 90 days prior to the 

date of the Screening Test. 
7. The Approved Participating Organization will direct individuals who have 

symptoms, or who are known close contacts of someone who has tested positive 

for COVID-19, to receive a diagnostic COVID-19 test by arranging testing at the 
nearest community health centre or by booking a test online.  

8. For clarity, individuals who have been vaccinated may receive a Screening Test as 
vaccinations do not impact the results of rapid Screening Tests.  

 

Screening   
 

9. The Approved Participating Organization will ensure that before any employee or 
contractor may conduct a Screening Test, that employee or contractor has 
provided written confirmation to the Approved Participating Organization that 

they have taken training on administering and processing the tests, and 
communicating the results of the Screening Tests, that are accessible at:  

Step-by-set rapid anitgen screening video 
For clarity, as per Health Canada guidance and the direction from the Office of the 
Chief Public Health Officer, the individuals who conduct Screening Tests do not 

have to be healthcare workers.   
10. The Approved Participating Organization will ensure that the Screening Tests are 

administered in accordance with all applicable program requirements and the 
manufacturer’s guidelines, including any guidelines regarding storage 
requirements for Screening Tests, sample collection, and administration.  If there 

is any conflict between that guidance and these terms, these terms prevail over 
that guidance.  

11. The Approved Participating Organization will also ensure that any of its employees 
or contractors conducting Screening Tests on its behalf are aware that they must 
perform their duties in a manner that is consistent with the Approved 

Participating Organization’s obligations under the Program Terms and Conditions.  
12. The Approved Participating Organization may permit individuals who are receiving 

Screening Tests to swab themselves under the supervision of a trained test 
administrator.  The test administrator must then process the sample and interpret 

the results.  

https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/product-details/panbio-covid-19-ag-antigen-test.html
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13. The Approved Participating Organization will ensure that the Screening Tests are 
processed immediately after sample collection, at the Location(s) where the test 

is conducted.  
14. The Approved Participating Organization will ensure all staff administering the 

program undertake annual re-training and certification. 

 
Communication of Test Results   
 

15. The Approved Participating Organization will set up a screening program in 
which each individual’s test results will be communicated confidentially to that 

individual by the trained test administrator who administered the test to them.  
16. Where the result of an individual’s Screening Test is positive, the test 

administrator who administered the test on behalf of the Approved Participating 

Organization will provide the individual with the following messaging in a 
confidential location:  
Your rapid screening test for COVID-19 was positive. These results are considered 
preliminary and require further confirmatory laboratory testing through an NWT 
Health and Social Services Authority Lab. Please arrange for a COVID-19 test 

through calling to arrange a test at your nearest community health centre, or by 
booking a test online. Because of this preliminary positive result, you are required 

by law under the Public Health Act to isolate for 10 days, unless and until you 
receive a negative test result from a COVID-19 test conducted by a Health and 
Social Services Authority in the NWT, and the following conditions are met:    

a. you have not developed any COVID-19 symptoms since you received the 
rapid screening test; and  

b. you have not been informed that you are a close contact of a confirmed 
case of COVID-19 in the previous 14 days.  

c. any other requirements for testing or self-isolation provided to you by a 

public health official are followed.  
d. You must continue to follow all public health orders and guidelines.   

Where the result of an individual’s Screening Test is negative, the test 
administrator who administered the test on behalf of the Approved 
Participating Organization will provide the individual with the following 

messaging:  
 

Your rapid screening test for COVID-19 was negative. Rapid screening tests are 
not as accurate in people without symptoms and a negative result does NOT rule 
out COVID-19. You must continue to follow all public health orders and 

guidelines.  
 

Management of People Who Have Screened Positive   
 

17. The Approved Participating Organization will ensure that individuals with positive 
results on their Screening Test are removed from the workplace or site 
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immediately, supported to go to an appropriate place to isolate, and instructed to 
obtain an diagnostic test at a healthcare facility.  

18. The Approved Participating Organization confirms that it has a plan is in place for 
the identification and notification of close contacts in the workplace.  

19. The Approved Participating Organization will provide a list of close contacts to the 
local public health unit based on the results of the Screening Test, or after an 

NWT health authority has confirmed the diagnosis through a diagnostic test.  
 
Privacy and Security Considerations 

 
20. The Approved Participating Organization will put in place a process for registering 

individuals for Screening Tests, and obtaining their consent prior to receiving a 
Screening Test.  

21. The Approved Participating Organization will put in place the following privacy and 

security measures to protect the confidentiality of Screening Test results:  
a. Screening Tests will be conducted in a private location,  

b. Screening Test results will be delivered to the individual confidentially; 
and  

c. Records about Screening Tests and the results of the tests will be stored 

in a secure manner, such as in a locked filing cabinet or an encrypted 
electronic format, and only individuals who need to know the information 

will have access to it.  
 
Responsibility  

 
22. The Approved Participating Organization is solely responsible for ensuring staff 

are appropriately trained and competent to safely administer this program 
including appropriate infection prevention and control practices.  

 

23. NTHSSA or any Health and Social Services Authority is not liable for any personal 
or bodily injury or property damage that may be suffered or sustained by the 

Approved Participating Organization, its employees, contractors or agents or any 
other person in providing the DetectNWT program.  

 

Access to Information   
 

24. The Approved Participating Organization acknowledges that the Program Terms 
and Conditions and all reports, notices, requests or other records submitted to 
the NTHSSA will be subject to the disclosure provisions of the Public Health Act, 

the Access to Information and Protection of Privacy Act or Health Information Act, 
as applicable.  

25. Subject to any applicable laws, Participant will allow the NTHSSA access to, or will 
provide copies to the NTHSSA, of any data or information acquired, collected or 

produced under the Program Terms and Conditions.  
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Other   
 

26. The Approved Participating Organization is an independent entity and any persons 
engaged by the Approved Participating Organization to perform the activities 

contemplated in the Program Terms and Conditions are employees, agents or 
contractors of the Approved Participating Organization and not of the NTHSSA.  


